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“Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints” ...Psalms 116:15
 	By these words we are challenged to reconcile the tragedy and shock of death with the idea that God values the death of His children. “Precious” (yaqar in Hebrew) means valuable, rare, precious, prized, splendid, or costly. I believe it means that God is completely invested in our deaths and rightfully values the event. He spent His all through Christ’s life, death, and resurrection to make our death a passage to eternal life in Heaven with Him.  Death has both purpose (our eternal life in Heaven) and disappointment (sad for us, humanly).

We have studied how demons impersonate the dead to deceive mankind about the nature of death and what happens to people when they die. Let’s look at the truth.  
Death is:
1. The result of sin: Romans 5:12:  Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and
death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:
2. A permanent parting of this body and the soul    Hebrews 9:27
3. Unnatural in that God made Adam not to die, and our souls recoil from it.
4. Supernatural because it frees our souls from this body    II Cor. 5:8
5. Once and for all, a one-way trip    Luke 16, Heb. 9:27
Death is NOT:
a. An entrance to oneness with the “divine essence”
b. A pathway to reincarnation
c. Soul sleep, annihilation, or ascension to “enlightenment”
d. A state of wandering around
e. A harmless “transition,” as the devil wants you to believe.
Death for the unbeliever is:
1. The end of all hope of salvation.    II Cor. 6:2; Luke 13:3
2. A one-way doorway to Hell    Mark 9:43, Luke 16:23, Rev. 20:14
3. Eternal separation from family, friends, joy, God, hope, comfort, peace, and all things holy. Mark 9:48
4. A place of aloneness-terror-pain-torment-regret-evil-endless distress
For lost and saved, this body must die. But the SECOND death is unnecessary and avoidable in Christ. He warned us to avoid Hell at all costs.   Matt. 5:29-30. 
Death for the BELIEVER is: 
1. Freedom from the corruption and unholiness of this body and human fallen nature.    I Pet. 1:4; I Cor. 6:9-11; Rev. 21:27 
2. A doorway to Heaven, where God’s throne and the eternally incarnate Son are.   Rom. 8:34, II Cor. 5:8 
3. The entry to a place of joy, fellowship, comfort, peace, praising God, timelessness, no sinful desires, beauty, love of God, worship of God, and eternal blessing.  

Our spirits will be reunited with our RESURRECTED physical, eternally incorrupt bodies at Christ’s return. Only such a body would be fit for Heaven (I Cor. 15:50). When our perfect souls are united with a perfect version of our bodies, the redemption of Christ’s “purchased possession” will be complete. I Cor. 15:52, Eph. 1:14. 
Christ’s physical resurrection proves the truth of this promise.   I Cor.15:20-22 

We will be complete and perfect in Christ, and likely mature as God intended us to be, no matter our age or condition at death.  I John 3:2. For the believer, although we fear the unknown, death holds no terrors (“O Death, where is thy sting”: I Cor. 15:55). As song and literature alliterate, Christ and the angels will bear us over that poetic “Jordan” to Heaven. (For the saved that are alive at the “rapture”, the change will occur without death.  I Thess. 4:17, I Cor. 15:52) 

In comparison to eternity, this temporal existence is short. Yet its purpose is for us to show God’s grace here and leave a legacy of faith that will motivate others to Christ.  Psalms 116:9  An old saying is “you are not ready to live until you are ready to die.” Nearly none of us is eager to die, but we should all be ready. II Cor. 4:18:  While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen [are] temporal; but the things which are not seen [are] eternal. 
 

“Near-Death Experiences”
Heb. 9:27: And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment:
If this were the only verse in the Bible which addresses what happens when we die, it would be enough, but there are many others. Let’s stipulate that the Bible teaches that we die once physically and stay where we go until judgment day.  We must conclude that any experience from which we return or awaken is NOT death.  
Paul evidently died when he was stoned, but said it was “not lawful” to speak of what he saw. We see no recorded word from Lazarus or the others after Jesus raised them from the dead. In all the Bible’s cases of someone coming back from the dead by special miracles, God did not record even a word about it from anyone of them. 
 
What are “NDE” s like? 
· Floating or hovering above one’s body. 
· Out-of-body experiences 
· Trips to other places, down tunnels, etc. 
· Encounters with other “beings” 
In books and discussions about NDE’s, you will usually find other psychic phenomena, mediums, reincarnation, and communication with the “dead” (necromancy, forbidden by God…Deut. 18). Victims are sometimes troubled for years, disturbed by the memories or sensitive to other spiritual encounters. One proponent of this experience likens it to a “door” to the other world being left open. 
We must conclude that the possible explanations may be: 
· Dreams or hallucinations, which seem unlikely for those anesthetized or “clinically dead.” 
· A mental experience given to a person in an unconscious state by God or an angel. 
· A mental experience given to a person in an unconscious state by a demon or the Devil. 
We know that spirits see all the things around a person, and can “play” those images, their knowledge, and the knowledge of other places like a recording, except they are imparting the experience in real time.
I do not believe that God often, if ever, causes or allows such things. I believe that demons do to deceive, much as they intend when they masquerade as ghosts. 
The stories told are inconsistent with each other, as well as with the Bible, but are often consistent with occult, false, deceptive religions, and their beliefs. God is experienced as a vague “light” in some cases. In others, the victims come back with “OM”, or the Hindu sound for the name of the “divine”, on their mind. I John 4 says to try the spirits. These fail the test. 
I accept the apparent reality of these experiences for those who have had them. But Bible truth must be the lens through which we view them. Under that scrutiny, they are surely not death, and all other possibilities must be suspected as spiritual deception of those most vulnerable, which is Satan’s “stock-in-trade.” I have never read, for example, of a “NDE” from an adult with a clear testimony of salvation. I find credible the many accounts of people at death seeing things they are about to enter, which I think is different for an NDE.

The mind is the battlefield in which much of our spiritual warfare takes place. We must, as Christ’s, discipline our minds (Rom. 12:2) and realize our enemies are spiritual ((2 Cor. 10: 4 (for the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) 5 casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ; )).  We can be filled with the Spirit (Eph. 5:18). This will give us defense against invasion of our thoughts by demonic intrusion when we are aware.  

Minds weakened by age, dementia, anesthesia, drugs, or illness make one more vulnerable to such assaults.  As believers, if we face mental darkness or helplessness, such as surgery or illness, we can trust in the Lord. Is. 26:3: Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee.
And Romans 8 reminds us that: 8 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Death is a certain, one-way trip to Heaven or Hell. Are you in Christ? If so, you are assured of life.
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