Angels and Demons, Part II: Demons (taught Jan. 20, 2013)
Review: The Bible establishes that God created angels. They are spiritual beings that can materialize, do supernatural acts, speak, and may cause the appearance of visual and electrical effects (Ezekiel 28). Some rebelled with Satan. It is logical to conclude that fallen angels retain the powers with which they were created, remember all they have since seen, can cause the same sorts of effects, and that people may sometimes see them. The observations of human beings throughout recorded history in all places bear this out.
Let’s see some things that the Bible tells us about devils / demons, what they did and are like. They:
a. Know who Jesus is Luke 8:28
b. Are subject to Him Luke 8:28
c. Can inhabit and control animals Matt. 8:30-32
d. Can inhabit and control people Mark 5:3-5
e. Mock God  Acts 16:17-18
f. Can give supernatural physical abilities to those they possess  Mark 5:4, Luke 8:29
g. May cause victims to go naked (Luke 8:27) and cut themselves Mark 5:5
h. Can ensnare believers I Tim. 3:6-8
i. Can communicate to and with people Lev. 20:6 and more
j. Are intelligent I Tim. 4:1
k. Teach and instruct people  I Tim. 4:1
l. Deceive people I Tim. 4:1
m. Imitate dead people I Sam. 28:8-20
n. Have rank and hierarchies Eph. 6:12, Col. 2:15
o. Can put thoughts into human minds John 13:2
p. Can motivate evil action  John 13:2, Acts 5:3
q. Can enter into people Luke 8:30, John 13:27
r. Can touch and attack people Acts 19:15-17
Consistent with what we see of them in the Bible, we can observe in the real world that they can: 
1. Materialize as people, animals, images, shapes, and “ghosts”
2. Can touch and attack people, move objects and people, cause sounds, and speak in audible voices
3. Possess people; give experiences, “automatic writings,” plant thoughts, visions and “prophecies”
4. Communicate through mediums, trances, meditative states, and “fortune tellers”
5. Move by teleportation, that is from place to place with the speed of thought
6. Change matter (as did the Egyptian magicians); do healings and apparent miracles
7. Cause illness, depression, even death (I Cor. 5:5)
8. Cloud minds, remove Scripture (Matt 13:19, Heb. 4:1-2); tempt, cause strife and opposition to God
9. Manipulate finances (example of Job); cause speaking in tongues; inflame sexuality
They are NOT omnipresent or omniscient; cannot possess believers, and are repulsed by the Holy Spirit.  Nowhere can I find that a believer can be possessed or their minds taken over by the devil. The flesh may sin; we may be tempted, tested, attacked, and more, but our spirits are now God’s. 
Christians should not seek these experiences or encounters. One might “run across” them in the course of life, or come across a person with concerns about them. Spiritual discernment, walking in the Spirit, and the Word of God are the weapons of our warfare, and the saved need not fear. (I Cor. 10:4; I John 4:4 “...greater is He that is in you, than he that is in the world”).
The lost have plenty to fear, and need to repent and turn to Christ, who delivers us. (Colossians 1:13).
