October 2024
“Little gods” and Idols: Do they have power?

The word “gods,” with a small “g,” appears 207 times in the OT and 8 in the NT. 
____________________________________________________________________________________
· 
· All (215)
· Old Testament (207)
· Genesis (5)
· Exodus (18)
· Leviticus (1)
· Numbers (2)
· Deuteronomy (33)
· Joshua (9)
· Judges (13)
· Ruth (1)
· 1 Samuel (7)
· 2 Samuel (1)
· 1 Kings (13)
· 2 Kings (14)
· 1 Chronicles (5)
· 2 Chronicles (17)
· Ezra (1)
· Psalm (11)
· Isaiah (8)
· Jeremiah (30)
· Daniel (14)
· Hosea (2)
· Nahum (1)
· Zephaniah (1)
· New Testament (8)
· John (2)
· Acts (4)
· 1 Corinthians (1)
· Galatians (1)


Satan used the word with Eve as a temptation to become as one in Gen. 3:5.
God recognized their existence.
God condemns their worship and forbids engagement with them. 
God asserts His holiness, superiority, and sovereignty. 
Although God sometimes mocks the inanimate nature of stone and wood idols, He calls the idols the “tabernacle” of the gods in Amos 5:26. This seems to recognize that the images are a dwelling place for demonic gods, as the true tabernacle was for God in the wilderness among the people. In the same way, these demon gods are recognized as acting through the images. 
In practice, the objects that are created with which to worship the demon spirits, perform rituals, call them to action, and represent them are all forbidden; they are always represented as evil; and are mentioned as idolatry against God. Their use is called spiritual adultery by God. 
When they are created, the makers are directed by spirits. (Such as in Voudon). The objects are devoted to the spirits. The maker call the spirits into the objects. The objects become a “tabernacle” and a tool of communication with the spirits. 

When used in spirit worship and communication, the objects, particularly spirit masks, may be altered in appearance by the spirits, and perhaps, temporarily, in physical reality as well. A spirit mask is intended to allow the user to assume the identity of a spirit. 
People are affected spiritually by being around them. This is a real-world, observed reality. Not only have a read this to be true in my studies, I have seen it in reality and had it confirmed by experts in the field.
A few conclusions:
1. DO NOT have idols, masks, fetishes, images, shrines, spirit dolls, etc. 
2. Do not make the dangerous and erroneous assumption that they mean nothing if you don’t believe in them. That is not correct. They mean a lot to the witches who made them, who used them, and they mean something to the demon spirit gods which they represent. Why would we want to give ANY reverence, reference, credence, or visibility to any of it?
3. Do not assume they are mere cultural representations. A Baal god may be culturally reflective of the Canaanites, but it is still an idol. 
4. If you encounter such a thing, it will have no POWER over you as a Christian walking in the Spirit. That is NOT the same thing as saying they have no intrinsic power at all. 

