What Are "Ghosts?"
In my life and Christian life, I have found myself faced with this question over time, and asked this question as a result.
Let's define "ghosts": by this I mean things that include but are not limited to apparitions of people, animals, things; sounds and movement of objects; the appearance of shadows, shadow figures, faces, lights, and feelings of an unseen presence.
People have reported these things throughout history, in all times and places, and the reports are easily found to have repeated, consistent descriptions. It would be illogical to conclude that none of them are real. It is the apparently real ones, with no other legitimate explanation, that concern us.
Since it appears that we are dealing with non-physical, intelligent beings, let's look to the one source of complete explanations about the spiritual world: the Bible. We will look there for a description of the unseen, spiritual world. We will find it inhabited by God the Father, who is a spirit (John 4:4); the Incarnate Christ, who, born supernatural of a human virgin and the Spirit of God, bridged the gap and cost of sin between God and man in His own body, by "the body of HIs flesh through death" to pay for sin, and who is presently, in that eternal, glorified body at the right hand of God the Father; and by God, the Holy Spirit, who is the Person of the Godhead manifest in Christian believers in the world in this age.
The other inhabitants are created spiritual beings. They were all created holy, were all in Heaven in the beginning, but one third of them were cast out with their subversive, rebellious leader, Satan, when he as Lucifer turned evil and tried to dethrone God. Both the loyal, holy angels, and the fallen, evil ones, called devils in the Bible, and commonly called demons today, are present, but the holy ones honor God and the evil ones do everything they can get away with to hurt man.
Ghosts are NOT DEAD PEOPLE. People die and go to hell or heaven, right away, and stay there, based on their relationship and faith in Jesus Christ or lack of it. (John 3, Heb. 9:27; the example of David's mourning over his baby, Luke 16, and more.
What are they? They are demonic beings imitating the people and doing things we can notice for the purpose of perpetuating Satan's lies and deception about death: either we don't die, or it means nothing.
Why are there hauntings and phenonena? There are numerous reasons. Some have NOTHING to do with the person involved. They can have to do with a place. Sometimes people may have sought, consorted with, and appeased them in a place, and they won't leave. Spiritist-type religious ceremonies, violence, and depravity in a place seem to sometimes cause it. 


